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The ISSCR Registry of 
Human Embryonic Stem Cell Line 

Provenance
– a centralized registry of hESC lines whose 

provenance has been documented and 
evaluated



The ISSCR Guidelines for the Conduct of 
Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research

• Specify rigorous ethical standards for scientists working with hESC 
lines

• Call for a specialized stem cell research oversight (SCRO) process 
and specify key elements of review

• Minimum level of review: scrutinize the provenance of hESC lines

• Recommend providing the research community with a centralized 
repository of provenance documentation with easy access



The Registry
• Purpose:

– Minimize the burden on the individual researcher and their 
oversight bodies in seeking stem cell research oversight

• To facilitate a rapid assimilation of existing and future hESC lines by 
the research community

• Who it will help:
– Individual researchers, particularly first time users 
– SCRO bodies
– Funding and publishing agencies who stipulate a particular level 

of review as part of their processes



The Registry
• What it will provide:

– Listing of hESC lines for which a minimum set of 
provenance documentation has been collected

– Documents attesting to provenance, available for 
download (where allowed)

– Output summary
– Basic information on the cell line in searchable fields
– Links to and from other scientific registries
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